LETTE 


To a Merry 


: | Yourg GenTLEWANs 
 1INTITULED, 


Tho. Burnet, Eſq; 


9 


2 * 


| n Ariſwer to One v ri by him tn. 
| the Right Honourable the Earl 


of Halifax; by which it plainly 


appears, the 'faid Squire was nut 


awake when he writ the ſaid Lener. 
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Toa LETTER to the 


Lor d Halifax. 
T HAT you may not ſuppoſe 1 
write out of Enmity to vou. 1 

muſt take Leave, in the rſt Place 

to aſſure you, that lam my ſelf a perfect 
A 2 Min 
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"  - Manof Pleaſure, and love a 
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oke as Well | 
238 you can de. Bur at the lame time, 
my dear Boy, you are not to top the So- 
cia upon m.; lama little too well ac- 
quainted with the Stage, as Well as the | 

- + refs, to be imyosd upon, that Way; 
theush l confels thou art a clever Fellow, 
and haſt performed wittily. What, ſ ys 
an inqui. tive very old Fellow, and a 
Whig oo, Tummy, Is this Burnet, Son to 
be B. MS- -? Lord, Sir ſays I, can you 
wrong your TnAgment ſo, to imagme that 
the Son of ſuch a Father would write back- 
ney ; That ſuch a; rave, fobe} young Fel. 
low as he it known to be; one who has a 
View to things of a higher Nature, a Ge- 
mms more ſublime an i fl-ady, a hard flu- | 
dent intle Law, and juſt call d tothe Bar, 
as I freſrme you have h ar d Le is, ſhould 
give limſelt up toTrifles? Ile that onglt 
e to ride bim{elf in excellng in Ora 
tory at the Bar, and bemg able to recite | 
the moſt eminent Paſſages of the commen - 
Law, ſbeuld begin with boaſting of Lis In- 
0 tent 


** 6 | 
tent in writings Pampblets a '1.beld, 
Trafts of a mean Value, on mean Subjefts 
ond tag at the End of theth a Tail of 'bis 
gre-+ 


dow the who!- Poſe of 


Have a greater Valve for th: Father, as 


__ as thowgh "reg 
mg to ſet himſelf ont to Hive, by draws. 

Book 1. ers, Pr 22 
ters, and Pub hi 15. to im to work: 


As be ſhou!4 ſay, Gentlemen, Theſe 


th nis have I done; there are two Moti- 
ves to initce me to go on. the Canſe & 
the Fence; conſider of theſe, and I] am 
at vour erxvice ; My Clients ſhall wait, 
and Coke ufon Littleton, male room for 


you can in ite. No, Dear ir, ſays 1, 


well as the on, than to miſpend our 


Judgment ſo. 


At which the old Gentleman, taking 
his . pect-cles from his Noſe, cry'd ; 


What an mpudert Irck s this, to mpoje 
ton the FTorld; I tow 't s a ſhame; he 


cugbt to be wh ft for t. Ay, there's the 
. C aſe c 


the Tale of a Tub, or any o her Sul ject 
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fe, vir, / s Tara n; and yet ibis '« done 
af, 23 Falſe Names, Ide falſe D cet 
help to ebea People of tber Money 


Here 
| you ce a Pampblet furn ſh d w tb the 
{gr 15 R DN heel the Coun- 
| feſrof —; another wr tten by FPerſor 
of Honour; a tb rd by the I. 3—, 
Kc. Aud for Letters to Lords and Mem- 
bers of Parl amen, the tones on *altsbut y 
Plan may as eaſily be counted. 


I faw the Effect of my Conviction up. 
on the old Gentleman immediately; he 
keted his ocular Conveniencies, threw 
down thy Pampblet in a Rage, and fail 
he ſhould worſe reſpect the Adminiſtra 
tion tian he had done, if they did not 
make you give an Account of your ſelf. 
And I muſt tell you, Squire, he ſpoke 
with ſome Reaſon, though I was unwill. 
ing, for the preſent, to inflame the old 
Gentleman farther ; for ſome will have 
it, that this Letter is writ with a View 
to draw the Whigs into Diſgrace; and 
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to keep vp the preſent Temper of the 
HE? by m: king thoſe Ne ple ſeem 
pul of Revenge and Perſecution, who 
arc, Mall others: the greateſt Pretenders 
to the Love and Practice of Moderation. 


Don't be angry with me, good "quire 
if 1 tell you, this is no ſu h unlickly sto. 
ry, there are Grounds enough for {ach 
an Opinion. Not only that many of the 
ſeeming VVbigs Pamphlets are, tis 
thought, writ by dif. uisd Papi or 
Jacobites, as well as ſome other of the 
cont y side, to keep up the pirits 

of D:viſien; (for you fee, quire, I 
write like an horeſt Man, and one that 


h + really as many loyal Thoughts for 


bu King and Country, as you have, or 
at mcſ {-cm to have, taken the Matter 
under the enſe of mv laſt Conſtructi. 


©. n © only ſuch things are done 
ſ'v but dong you he Juſtice, if you de- 


ſire it. t fappoſe you what you call 


your bit, 4 yeuung Man mſlam'd with. 
4 a 


| "I'S 
er but boneft Zeal axvinſt the 


late 
Afmijtry : Miy not your Z:al be too raſh 
and ſhock the Menof your 3 ? 
In Dedications we ought to have the lexve 
of a Great Man to 2ffix his Name before 
we to do it, much more ſore all 
Writers to obtain Licence before they 
make a Great Man's Name the Hinelc to 
diftributerheir Labours and ſet th-m off 
to ſale eſpecially on things of ſo nice and 
high a Nature: And there are few how- 
ever fond enough of the ubject that will 
believe this Affair was ever concerted with 
any Body but your Book ſeller. 


Now, tiking you under either of theſe 
tWwo ! inations viz. a profeſt Tory 


ſigu to draw an Od um on the g. & 
the preſent Adminiſtration ; or, really & 


individually the very fame Tom. Burnet 


would be thought to be that arch and ce 
kbrated FVb's ende⸗vouring to place 
_the Party, by ſuewing Reaſons for bring 

N ing 


er Jacobite in Diſguiſe, writing with De- 
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ö 
; 
| 


ſemer , | 
en the Tories, by 


this pi Fouad, | 
ters, this piece m | 

under a Tory,” as well as yours under a Wig 
Admioiſtration: But it will be worth your while 
wier, to reflet on the Authors Roaward. I with 
you much better Fortune; tho | ſhould think 
my ſelf guilty of Flattery, did 1 not tell you, 
that ite Service you hrve done, in reality, little 
exceeds what he deſigned the Tories. | 


On the other hand, The Perſon who latlely 
wrote the Reaſons for the Abolition of the Thir- 
tieth of Jaruary, may with juſtice enough, be 
allowed to. write out of Principle, for he is 2 2 

feſt Whig, they ſay if not a Diſſenter. He "= 
bad very probably ſome view to hope, that ſuch 


Miniftry he 
thoughr 


Without taking on me to compare the Subjects 
of the two Pamphlets, 1 ſhall plainly tell you, 
Squire , that no honeſt and moderate Shurch 
Whiz, but maſt look on your Boot with Reſent- 
ment as they did upon the other: Had not the 
the Tories, ſay they, Pretences h before to cavil 
at the Court; Did they not lay hold of every 
little Thing, to multiply into Grievances 2 I af- 
ſure you, Squire, you need not have furniſhed 
them with any-freſh Occaſions, they have Argu- 
ments enough ready tor you at their Fingers 
Ends; the preſent Diſpoſition of the People all 
over the Kingdom, is an Inſtance of it. Such 
violent Methods as you are upon, are not the 
Ways to appeaſe them; there muſt be healing 
Things applied, not burning Cauſticks. 


As 


=" Ty 


way 
little Serious, | 


The World, dear Squire , quarrels with your 
Apology ; they think it a vain Conceit to make 
a Merit of two or three idle P s, When 
th-re are many Gentlemen, who have writ as 
well, and as often, for the Conſtitution as your ſelf , 
that are contented with the Pay ot their Bookſel- 
lers; and I can't hear, my dear Squire , that 
you writ merely for the fake of the CAUSE 
only, whitout tracking to it the more valuable 
Confideration of Coppy Money; make the World 
ſenſible that you have not always made a Smith- 
field Bargain with your Bookſellers, and it will 
prove a greater Argument of your Zeal for the 
Conſtitution, and of your Merit too, than quo- 
ting from the Subject of your Works, or a Ca- 
talogues of Title Pages. os 


There are Gentlemen who have continued firm 


in their former Opinions, and Men who will mill 


continue firm, without all this Buſtle; Men who 
are well ſatisfied too, that tis our preſent Happi- 
ne to be Governed by a Monarch, who has not fai- 
led to pay a due regard to the great Services and 

B 2 Abilities 
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An of 5is Lordfip. But this is no watin- 
table Reaſon, ' dear Sqzire, why all that had the 
Honour to be of the late Queen's laſt —_ 
deſerve to be hanged ; or as you phraſe it, 7. 
 Gxalted to the bigbeſ# POSTS in the Nations a Pun 
ſo wretched and Stale, thar every Paier in the 
Town grows weary of it. I would not mention 
thiss but with Sabmition to better Jadgments , 
whether it either bÞ:cothes a Man of Gravity, 
ſtudious in the Laws; or the Son of a Right 
Rd. 


The very mention of this, has almoſt brought 
me back to my firſt Notion, that you can be, 
dear Squire, nothing but an Impoſter, an Aſſumer 
bf the Name of that Sober, YVirtuous youug Gen- 


tleman, whoſe Character cannot but fuffer under 


the Authority of your Pes. But if | ſhould hap- 
pen to be Miſtaken, and that you are T. Burner, 
the Son of G———;, I ſhall have a Pardon to 
ask of the World for leading them into a Miſtake 
though I think, uu would be laying an Obliga- 
dion on you. 


But if to oblige others, I muſt go cnntrary to 
my own Opinion, let the Hazard of being plain- 
ly underſtood lie at their Doors, Lou and 1 
Jzuire, I don't queſtion, ſhall come to a better 
Underftanding anon. For | cawt help imagining 
that [ ſhall be able to convince you, from Argu- 
ments very full of Loyalty and Affection to 
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Ring and Country, that we may be very 
x: , and His 4 — Peaceable. 
Enjoyment of the Briti roze, wi bringing 
24 Block, who we are got fure yet. 
ve deſerved it, or ever will ; and that 
calling Men TRAITORS before they are Con- 
vited, is no Maxim in L. 


| 


Not, dear Sate, that I pretend to be verſed 
in e yon 

igize to his Lordſhip, give me leave for once, 
— of things which jou are nach bert | 


g 
— ——  .. 


a. 


general beaten of Attacki 

the late Miniſtry, which you 122 tread with 3 
great deal of Pleaſure and Faculty. Let me ſee 
if 1 can circumſcribe theſe Articles within the 
proper Bounds of an Epiſtle. 


7, That they ſet on foot a clandeſtine Negoti- 
ation of Peace, without the Privity of 'the Con- 
federates. 2, That we facraficed our Allies, and 
abandoned the Cutalans to deſtruction. 3, That 
they gave up our Trade to France, und kept 8 
Corref with the Pretender. 4» That they 
paid Penſions to Scots Facebites, and ſquandred away 


the 


| 


| 


| 


* 


C14) 
the publick Treafure. e al this compre 
| headed in this. | 


| To ſuch, Squire, they anſwer 3 for this is « 
kind of trying them Without Doors, 
x- The Negotiation was fair and open, and not 
conceal'd from the Allies, as is aledg'd ; but the 
Overtures communicated to the Dutch, as ſoon | 
as | reczived by the her Majeſty. 


2. That her Majeſty was ſo far from ſacrificing 
her Allies, that She aſſured them She would 
make no Peace, but fuch an one wherein they| 
ſhould all find their Advantage, which might 
have been compleated, had not the il Dupoſi ion 
of ſome at Home obſtructed her good Endea Our. 
Aud as to the C ctalans, her Majeſty hid obtained 
for them the Enjoy ment of their Rights and 
Priviſeges ; but they 'retuſed to ſubmit 10 any; plc 
Body but the Empnror, and by their on Obvſti- 
nicy, made her Majeſty incapable of ſerving 
them lurtacr. | | 


. 
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3. That as to our Trade, they inſiſted on, and 
obtained ſome Alvantages ; but if any thing unfore - 
ſeen happend i: the Execution of the Treaty, there 


obtaining kuourels, And for a Correſpondence with] 
the Pretcnde-, tuey dente, and with that any who| 
ſhail he coa\ ited & it, may be made Examples of ſtra 
b L 

* ; 


| C15) 
by being exalted, as you fay % the HIGHEST 
| POSTS is the Nation, | | Sf 


4 That if they paid Penſions to Scotch Jacobites, 
they tell you the ſame was done by the glorious and 
immortal King William; and that the Reaſons both 
| then and now were very good. That as to the pub- 
| lick Treaſure, they are ready to account for it when- 
ever it is required. ES, 


| Now, Dear Squire, between you and I, is there 
not as fair a Colour in this, as plauſible a Complexi- 
on as a Man in their Intereſt could dcfire : For I muſt 
diſtioguiſh between their Friends and their Adver- 
faricss Love covers many Deſects, and Hatred will 
| make Beauty ſeem deform'd. The only Way that I 
ſee therefore is, for you and J, Squire, to drink Tee 
quietly, and leave theſe Matters to the Parliament. 
ad The beſpeaking /mpeachments, is what will never 
pleaſe diſintereſted Peopl-, nor indeed is there ec- 
caſion for it; it is a Sort of arraigningthe judgment 
of thoſe you would direct: Their Honour is con- 
cerned to take it from their own Conceptions; for 
either they mult diſlike your Advice, or approve. 
ad your Reaſons; and to (iy there was no Ground for 
e · the latter, but what aroſe from your Fam pliler, muſt 
re! be doing more Honour to your ſclf, than rizofe you 
pretend to adviſe. , 


Upon tbeſe Couſiderations it would not ſeem 
of| ſtrange to me, if, inſtead of Merit, you mould meet 
7 | W LL 


the whole Gt: And can any cautious good Man, 
think otherwiſe : Who that wiſhes well to ſo good a 
Prince, would not rather wiſh to fee all compos d 
with Lenity and Mercy ; and that Spirit of Peace 
and Wiſdom ſhine in Him, Which he is fo particular 
H fam'd for : This ſnill ſooner knit the Hearts of 
all honeſt Britout to Him, than revenging their 
Wrongs upon a few, uh) have been fo unhappy to 
forfeit his Favour at preſent. 


| Were only one Side indeed to be pleaſed, the 
Whigs would generally, I believe, applaud your 


Notions of wholeſome Severities ; though, as [ have 


obſerved, ?tis- contrary to the Moderation they pre- 
tend to pro. els; but there are others who have 2 
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rings in 


Claim 
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Chim to His Majeſty's Regard as well as they. It 
would be no! le Point to pain over the Hoderate 
Triest: ) nm tut: would ffrengrhen His Maj: ſty's 
Hands egainſt /e Enemics, and conttibot to His 
| peaceabt. EM Due t rhe Crown, Andi thi be 
granted, Ianow no Way ſolikel to accompliſh this 
good End, as che ex-rting a Spirit of Peace and For · 
givene's: The acemmadat ing the things amicably, 
and clofing all with an At of Mercy, would win 
Him more Fa to, than all the R. gour you have, 
or can poſſibly preſcribe. 


In this, Squire, you and 1 differ in our Love to 
the King; would have him thine in Acts of Mercy 
and Love, and ycu would illuſtrate him with Blood 
and Cruclty. Let the World be Judge, which 
Quality wou'd ſooner gain him the Hearts of his 
People. 7 believe no Man would pretend ro ſay, 
you were in the Right 3 nor even your R d 
Fr, ſhould 7 fubmir to make him Arbiter of the 
Diſpute, which, as Ep lays, would be next to 
making you] dg in your own Cauſe. | 
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bus hitherto enter:3ined ſome Hopes, that it 
|. were even poſſihle, by degrees, to win over the 
Frcobitgs, by lair and gente Uage, by reprared 44s 
of $006 1-15, and a Proper Lrrirude 0: Jadn'gence, 
| whica mighty Frve to convir.ce thei. in Time of 
| their Error; bur never. Dear Jure, by the Rules 
| you have hdd an: nit volent, perſecuting Sprit, 
my mac them detperste indeed, and hard n 
= | C ci 
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| (18) , 
ha but never mould them into good Sub. 


/ The only Method, fay you, of getting rid of them, 
is to craſh the whole Neſt at a Blow. Prithce, what 
doſt chou mean by this, Dear Squire, an honeſt 
Maſſicre, or 3 genera! Eclat of the Scymiter, or Bow- 
firiag: The whole Net at a Blow | What Devil of 
a Jeſuite could have thought of a more damnable 
Remedy : Haſt thou forgot, wy dear Boy, that the 
Maſſacre of a Handful only 
claw'd out of King 


Wiliem's Scotcheon: Aad that 


were eruſſi d one by it, he raiſed up Fifty Facet | 


iles in their Rooms, who became inflamed at rhe Hor- 
ror of the Action. I never knew thoſe. Acts of 


at Glencoe, was never +: 


Cruelty take with the People, eſpecially the People 
of Eg land ; not even always where they have had 
the Sanction of the Law in Execuſe for the Sove- 
reign's Juſtice. 


Little more do I approve of your Politicks, Squire, 
To command them to diſpoſe of their Lands in this 
Nation, end to remoue their Perſons together with their 
Effects inte ſeme other Ccuntry. I cannot tell but this 
were in excellent Method toe? the Buſineis efeCtual- 
ly, as yeu fay, by ſ ding tie Frerexder Men and 
Money, enough to mak: a dangerous Invaſion, when | 
it is to be queſtion d whether his Fricads would pay 
the Purchaſe Money again of no. No prithee, dear 
Sguire, let us have none of theſe hazardous Experi- 
meats; thou kn eſt we have no Law to do it ot 
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Days you quote to us. 
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them: 

and Ri Second ; but alas, that is no Exem- 
ple to Ages ; Time has varied the Face of 
Affairs. Every teſty Lord then, that had received 
the leaſt Diſguſt, flew preſently to Arms, drew 
out the ruſt Sword and Target, and ſtood on the 
Defence ; aſſ-iting), as you fay, their undenbred 
Right to puniſh the Oppreſſons of Court Favourites, 


for the moſt Part, with deſſgu to root them 
out, and bring themſclves in. This you merrily 
call Weeding theis Councils by Parliamentary Im- 
peachments. | | 


1 


But the World, Spuire, is grown wiſer now, Re- 
bellions are not ſo riſe, the Laws have been wonder- 
fully Men will know very well what 
Grounds they go on, before they hazard their Lives 
and Eſtates; ſo that the Occaſions for Parliamentary 

ts do not ſeem ſo uſeful now, as they 
have been formerly, or very probably were in the 


It is beſides requiſite to the Reputation of 3 
Party, to be pretty ſure of making their Impeach- 
meats good, otherwiſe they ſiak in the Opinion 4 

thoſ 


(20 ) 
ole who ire lookers on ; uud it will very naturgh- 
dy follew, that to do this, they may ſtrain a Point 
beyond the common Rules of Juſtice. I ſpeak of 
all Party Impeachments, which I bill never like, 
unleſs 1 could fe them cartied on by a diſtatereſted 
Spirit ; as, were Perſons ſhou!d be Impeacbed by 

thoſe of the fame Party, I ſhould then thiak it was 


grounded on Fact. and not on Party Politicks. 


You ſay, Squire, The Britiſh Nation expect this, 
I believe indeed, the Rumour has gain? d gr und 


but that is no warrant fr the Juſtice, cr N ceſſitiy of | 


it. People may expect what they dont approve : 
the Mariner expects 2 Storm. but coul i wiſh it were, 
to be avoided, Not that | am averſe to the Power 
or Reaſonibieneſs of lmpeachme s more than you ; 
I think there is ſometiiBes an abtolute Necethty for 
them; bur Wien þ i:e the Humour ſpring up in an 
improper Plice, among People whole Ears are al- 
Ways Open to 3 bloody Story, as their Bre ſts are 
ſway d by prejudice, I judge there is no very good 
Foundation for it; which it there were, we 
ſoon have it from the Fountain Head. 


There is beſides this. the Probability of Sacceed- 
in an Impeadument, which otherwiſe may be at- 
tended wich unexpected ill Conſ quence. You may 
call ro mind, Squire, that Come Lords were Im- 


preached in the Acign ef King William, aud even 


the Noble Lord you nowwrite to; but if I re- 
member rightly, the Party which W 
t 
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Opinion, yet I beg leave to quote a few Words 


| ſent, being really very ſkepy, and tired wi Wrir- 


As to my (elf, I ſhall not 


out of a late Book, which are agri x 
Sentimcnts I have of it at preſent. 


© The Parliament, ſays this Author, adviſed the . 
* Peace, approved the Terms, as weil before, as aſter 
it was done, in the ſtrongeſt manner, The Queen, 
purſuant to their Advice, concluded it; and the 
Miniſtry were the Servants of both in Trank&- 
ing it; which if they can be called ro Account 
* for, then no Humane Power can protect a Hei- 
* tiſh SabjeR in the Szrvice of the Britiſh Nation. 


Here, be, ti you red Tore deen A 
let us leave the Matter, as I am fain to doat pee. 
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in the Concie- 
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thing] have co requeſt 


il les me know 


from being the Sou 
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